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Good evening, my name is Blair Cutting and I am the Chairperson of the Waimak United Football Club.  I would 

like to welcome everyone here tonight and thank you for making the time to come to this Annual General 

Meeting. 

Welcome to the fifth Annual General Meeting of the Waimak United Football Club. The Club has had a very 

challenging year this year and we would like to thank all our members and especially our coaches for all the 

time and dedication they have put into the club. The board is totally committed to pushing our club forward 

and we will continue on our path to deliver exciting football to our members. 

The club’s numbers are approximately 1100 members.  We entered 102 teams this season ranging from Junior 

All White’s right through to the Senior’s and Master’s grades. The club wishes to recognise the great effort of 

all the teams but special mention needs to go to both our Senior men’s and woman’s teams this season. Our 

Senior men’s team remained consistent with last season achieving 3rd place while the woman’s team achieved 

4nd place. The club wishes to thank both Coaches, Dave Lay (Men’s) and Mike Poole (Women’s) for this 

fantastic achievement.    

This season has been very challenging for Waimak as we were brought in front of the Mainland Judiciary three 

times. Rightly or wrongly the end outcome I believe has tarnished the clubs name and has only ended up in 

negative publicity that quite frankly we could have done without. The ultimate sacrifice was the Senior men’s 

team, I believe, missing out on a spot in the Premier’s.   

This will also lead to consequences next season as our teams could possibly be targeted by other clubs for foul 

play and ultimately end up in front of the judiciary again. We must get this message out to all our coaches that 

we must be strong, play fair and not be sucked into any unnecessary situations.    

Our senior teams have had a great season with 50% of the teams achieving 4th or better while our junior club 

has had another positive season with 63% achieving 3rd or better. The club assisted North Canterbury Football 

in sending away 10 teams to South Island Tournaments with 4 teams achieving 4th or better.  The Club again 

sent a 9th grade boy’s team and two 10th grade girls and boys teams to Auckland to measure our club against 

some of the top Auckland teams.  It was very pleasing to hear that our 10th grade girls’ team came third which 

proves that our girls are up there with the best teams in Auckland.  Once again the Club would like to extend 

their thanks to players and coaches for their time and hard work in attending these tournaments.  

 



 
 
 
The board continues to focus on player and coaching development both in winter and summer and this is 
proving very popular and is currently growing at a steady rate.  The club also continues to run its normal player 
development programs which are always popular and the kids get a lot of value from this. This year we ran:      
 

 Player Development Programs and increased the numbers from 50 - 70 

 Monday Night Twilight Football is still operating strongly with good numbers attending this. 

 We also held a 9th grade Boys and Girls mixed Tournament of which 24 teams entered with 5 Waimak 

teams including one all girls team.  Happy to report Waimak won this. 

 

 

The Board continues to work hard in delivering the best opportunities to our members to allow them to 

achieve their football goals. The Board has worked really hard this season and has struggled to attract 

volunteers to help run the club.  

In my view there is a huge lack of people willing to volunteer their time now but it seems to be an expectation 

that people have to be paid to do the same tasks that were done by volunteers in the past. This has forced 

some board members to take up the slack and try and complete these tasks as best they can. Ultimately there 

have been issues that have faced the board that didn’t get the time it deserved and maybe wasn’t handled the 

best way possible. Rightly or wrongly we did the best we could with what time was available for us. 

 I would like to thank all of our board members for the 2013 season, Dawn Belcher, Greg Coleman, Sue Webb, 

Simon Clark, Dave Lay, Bianca Curry, and not forgetting Pam Fraser (Administrator) for their time and efforts in 

making W.U.F.C. a great club to play for.  

 

Financially, the Club has again had to try and work wisely with its money. Funding continues to reduce which 

means we always have to come up with new ideas to generate money. Compounding this is the lack of 

volunteers to help operate and we are now forced to have to pay people to do almost anything in the club. 

The impact of this means the subs have to be increased to cover the extra costs incurred. This is very 

disappointing but unfortunately is reality. 

 

The club would like to thank the Waimak District Council for their continued support in maintaining the 

football grounds in the district. The Club is also working with the council to secure 3 more fields at Rangiora 

show grounds which should be available next season, increasing the total fields to 30, 8 of them are seniors, 7 

are Intermediate and 15 are Juniors.  

The artificial turf for Kendall is still in the planning stages with the Council and we haven’t heard of any start 

dates at this time. Unfortunately we are still no closer with fixing the drainage issues that has closed Kendall 

park again this season, the council has informed us that they are putting all their money into the new pitch so 

it’s unlikely things will get better next season.  

 

 

 



The new club rooms at Maria Andrews currently has the plans lodged for building consent with the Waimak 

District Council so we are awaiting their response regarding this.  

 
The Club would also like to extend its thanks to all our Sponsors, who without their support and contributions, 
we would struggle to provide the services we do and I ask that you support these businesses as often as 
possible. 
 

That concludes my report, thank you for your time. 
 
Regards 
Blair Cutting 
CHAIRPERSON 
Waimak United Football Club  
 


